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equest denied. It was that sim- 
Re: No extenuating circum- 

stances. No consideration for 
a student-athlete who has been 
exemplary. 

Tommie Frazier was not granted 
an additional season of eligibility by 
the NCAA administrative review 
panel. There could be no further 
appeal. 

“That's disturbing,” Nebraska 
football coach Tom Osborne said at 
his weekly news conference on the 
Tuesday before the Oklahoma game. 

Osborne was optimistic, perhaps 
overly so, about Frazier’s chances of 
getting a favorable ruling on his 
request for a medical hardship. 
Though the junior quarterback tech- 
nically had exceeded the NCAA 
limit for such a ruling, Osborne 
seemed to think the review panel 
could be persuaded to discount the 
Kickoff Classic. 

For one thing, it was a preseason 
game, Nebraska argued, no different 
than a bowl game. 

For another, Frazier had been 
among those players who had voted 
against participating in the game. 

Also, proceeds from the game 
benefit collegiate coaches and athlet- 
ic directors. 

In addition, Frazier has not red- 
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Bad News Gets Worse 


By declining Nebraska’s request for an extra year of eligibility for Tommie 
Frazier, what kind of message does the NCAA send to student-athletes? 


By MIKE BABCOCK 


shirted, so a medical hardship 
would not have caused him to 
exceed the NCAA’s requirement that 
athletes complete four seasons of eli- 
gibility within five years of 
enrolling. 

Cornhusker defensive back Mike 
Minter, for example, suffered a sea- 
son-ending knee injury in the second 
game, against Texas Tech. But 
because he had already redshirted, 
Minter could not request a medical 


S. David Berst, assistant executive 
director for enforcement and eligibil- 
ity appeals and liaison to the review 
panel. 

“T feel terrible,” Osborne said. 
“This is supposedly the year of the 
student-athlete, and they set up a 
committee to hear the cases. 

“The post-season is excluded, so 
we asked that they exclude the 
Kickoff Classic. They decided to rule 
that wasn’t an extra game.” 


” 


“It seems to me athletes are 
painted into a corner 

more, all the time. We 
played against two 

players who got a sixth 

year of eligibility. Why 


not give that guy an 
extra year. He hasn’t 
hurt college football. 
That’s kind of a sad 


statement.” 


hardship. 

There is precedent, howev- 
er, Athletes, most recently Miami 
football player Rusty Medearis, 
have been allowed to compete 
in a sixth year following serious 
injury. 

“Some of these guys who gota 
sixth year appealed and 
appealed,” Osborne | said. 
Nebraska was discouraged from 
pursuing such appeals. 

“It was like the Supreme Court 
had already ruled. They said that 
was the last appeal,” said 
Osborne. 

Nebraska athletic director Bill 
| Byrne was notified earlier that 
day of the NCAA’s decision by 

articipating in the 
2 di ff Classic, Tommie 
Frazier played in too many 
games fo receive a redshirt 
year, according to the 
NCAA. 


— Tom Osborne 


Without the Kickoff Classic 
counting, Frazier would have been 
under the NCAA limit. He played in 
the Texas Tech and UCLA games 
and nine plays of the first quarter 
against Pacific. 

The blood clot problem that ulti- 
mately sidelined him probably exist- 
ed during the UCLA game, said 
Osborne. "at that point, however, 
“we didn’t know what it was.” 

Had Nebraska known, Frazier 
would have been held out against 
Pacific, which, in turn, would have 
kept him under the percentage limit. 

“It seems to me athletes are paint- 
ed into a corner more, all the time,” 
said Osborne. “We played against 
two players who got a sixth year of 
eligibility. Why not give that guy an 
extra year (of eligibility)? He hasn’t 
hurt college football. That's kind of a 
sad statement.” 

Frazier had indicated he would 
return to Nebraska for a fifth season, 


if the NCAA granted it. “He wanted 
the fifth year,” Osborne said. 

When the ruling was announced, 
“he took it good and never batted an 
eye. He’s taken it all good.” 

At some point, however, “a 
young person has to feel disillu- 
sioned with the system,” said 
Osborne. 

Frazier did not play from the day 
of the Pacific game, Sept. 24, on, 
after a blood clot was discovered by 
doctors in his right leg on Sept. 25. 

He was released from the hospital 
but readmitted Oct. 4, after a blood 
clot re-formed. On Oct. 6, he had 
surgery to tie off a small, superficial 


“” 


vein in his lower calf. He was 
cleared by doctors to return to prac- 
tice Nov. 14 but was prohibited from 
all contact. 

“He feels good,” Osborne said in 
announcing the NCAA’s ruling. “I 
told him when you feel 100 percent 
able to run and throw and you’re on 
blood-thinners, that’s the hardest 
time.” 

Two days after the ruling, Dr. 
Deepak Gangahar cleared Frazier for 
contact, and he was included on the 
Cornhuskers’ travel roster for the 
Oklahoma game. “Tommie’s recov- 
ery progressed much quicker than 
we anticipated,” Osborne said. 


Frazier, who was taken off the 
blood-thinners in advance of the 
game, would play only in an “emer- 
gency situation,” said Osborne. 

No such situation arose, however, 
and after the Oklahoma game, 
Frazier again took blood-thinners, a 
commonplace practice among play- 
ers in the NFL. 

“It was nice to have him on the 
sideline,” Osborne said following 
the 13-3 victory against Oklahoma. 

However, he would have pre- 
ferred to have Frazier available on 
the sideline for two more seasons. 

But, the NCAA said, it can be 
only one. Next case... ll 
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Bring On Miami 

Since the start of practice last 
spring, Nebraska’s focus has been on 
one play and one game: the Orange 
Bowl and another shot at winning a 
national title. 

And after 12 games, an undefeated 
season and a Big Eight Conference 
championship this fall, the Huskers 
find themselves back in the title 
chase again at the Orange Bowl. 

This year, the Huskers will try to 
win the elusive national crown on 
New Year’s Day night when they 
play Miami in the Orange Bowl. A 
win would give the top-ranked 
Huskers their first national title since 
1971 and the first for Coach Tom 
Osborne. 

But it won't be an easy task, as 
Miami hasn’t exactly been a good 
opponent for the Huskers in recent 
years. The Hurricanes are 3-0 against 
Nebraska in Orange Bowl games, 
including a 22-0 win in 1992. 

In addition, the Hurricanes defeat- 
ed Nebraska, 31-30, in 1984 and 23-3 
in 1989. 

But that doesn’t bother this year’s 
team, rover Kareem Moss said. 

“We're not worried about who 
we're playing,” he said. “We proved 
in the Orange Bowl last year that 
there isn’t a team in the country we 
can’t play with. We'll feel some pres- 
sure, but I’m confident we'll come 
through.” 

Last year, the Huskers lost to 
Florida State, 18-16, in the Orange 
Bowl, the game that determined the 
national champion. 

Nebraska will be playing a team 
from the state of Florida in the 
Orange Bowl for the fourth 
straight season. However, 
that really doesn’t matter, © 
according to offensive line- | 
man Rob Zatechka. i 

“T was quoted in the je 
Miami paper earlier this 
year that I didn’t want to} 
play Miami,” he said. 
“That’s wrong. We want a 
shot to beat Miami in the 
Orange Bowl.” 

In fact, Zatechka, a co-cap- 
tain, said the entire Husker 
squad can’t wait to take on 
the Hurricanes on the grass}. 
field of the Orange Bowl. 

“Everybody on this team 
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wants to play Miami,” he said. 
“We'd love to get a crack at Miami 
on their home field.” 


Simply The Best 

The Husker football team isn’t the 
only squad on campus that complet- 
ed a perfect regular season and fin- 
ished ranked No. 1. Nebraska’s vol- 
leyball team took a 30-0 record into 
the NCAA Mideast Regional 
Volleyball Tournament after it beat 
Georgetown, 17-15, 15-9, 15-8, in the 
second round of the post-season 
playoffs. 

To beat Georgetown, the Huskers 
kept 6-4 Svetlana Vtyurina in check. 
The Russian had 25 kills but also 
made 16 hitting errors. Vtyurina set 
an NCAA record with 44 kills in a 
first-round NCAA Tournament win 
against Wisconsin. 

The Huskers received a first-round 
bye in the NCAA Tournament after 


NEBRASKA VOLLEYBALL: 


Another Big Eight Title 


capping a perfect regular season 
with their 16th Big Eight 
Tournament championship. 

The Huskers won the title after 
beating Colorado, 15-6, 13-15, 15-6, 
15-8, in the finals. 

After splitting the first two games 
with the Buffaloes, Nebraska turned 
to Allison Weston. The junior from 
Papillion-LaVista pounded down a 
school-record 37 kills and had a .600 
hitting percentage in the match. 

Four of those kills came in the 
third game that gave the Huskers a 
2-1 lead. 

With the victory, Nebraska 
improved to 3-0 against Colorado 
during the season. In the two previ- 
ous matches, the Huskers swept the 
Buffaloes in three games each time. 

But Weston said the four-game 
match will help the Huskers in the 
NCAA Tournament. 

“We can turn up the intensity 
more,” said Weston, the tourna- 
ment’s most valuable player. “We 
made some errors at crucial times, 
especially in the second game and 
late in the match. If we can take care 
of those things, I don’t think anyone 
can stop us.” 

Nebraska setter Christy Johnson, 
middle blocker Peggy Meyer and 
outside hitter Kelly Aspegren joined 


MIAMI/NEBRASKA 1995: 
Same teams, hopefully different 
results 


Weston on the all-tournament team. 

The Big Eight Tournament victory, 
Nebraska’s 16th in 19 tournaments, 
gave the Huskers an automatic berth 
into the national tournament and 
earned them a home-court advan- 
tage up until the Final Four. 
Heading into the regional tourna- 
ment, Nebraska had a 42-match win 
streak in the NU Coliseum. 


We will take an in-depth look at the 
volleyball team's dramatic 1994 season 
in our February issue. We will also 
recap the NCAA tournament, Due to 
print deadlines the NCAA tournament 
was not wrapped up at press time. — 
Editor 


Tricky Tom Strikes Again 
During Nebraska's regular sea- 
son-ending game at Oklahoma, 
Husker Coach Tom Osborne went to 
his assortment of trick plays on a 
field goal attempt. The trouble was, 
Nebraska almost out-tricked itself. 
With the score tied, 0-0, midway 
through the first quarter, kicker 
Darin Erstad lined up for a 46-yard 
field goal attempt. But when the left- 
footed kicker looked down, his hold- 
er, reserve quarterback Matt 
Turman, was preparing to set down 


the ball for a right-footed kicker. 

Erstad pointed out Turman’s error, 
who then turned around, caught the 
snap and took off running around 
the left end for a 9-yard gain. 
Unfortunately for the Huskers, 
Turman needed 11 yards to pick up 
a first down, 

Actually, Turman wasn’t to blame 
for the error. When the Huskers 
practiced the fake field goal during 
practice, Turman almost always 
worked with right-footed kicker 


Statement of Ownership, Management, and Circulation 
mows 8 39 9 Jone 
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Tom Seiler, who handles field goal 
attempts of less than 40 yards. In 
fact, Turman said, the Huskers 
hoped to use the play while appear- 
ing to attempt a short field goal. 

But when the play was called, | 
Erstad was the kicker of choice, lead- i 
ing to Turman’s turnaround, | is 

If the Sooners had been more ieee 
on the play, it may never have mate- 
rialized. Reserve receiver Jon Vedral 
normally holds on all field goal and 
extra points attempts. 
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If Nebraska can 
beat Miami in the 
Orange Bowl, Tom 

Osborne should win 
his first national 
title outright 


NO 


uring his weekly news con- 
ference before the Oklahoma 
game, Tom Osborne was 
asked if he might consider retiring if 
Nebraska were to win the national 
championship this season. “What 
are you trying to do, clear out the 
whole Big Eight?” he replied, with a 
wry smile. 

Earlier, Osborne had discussed, 
candidly, the resignations of four 
conference head coaches, three of 
whom were forced out; lowa State’s 
Jim Walden, Oklahoma's Gary Gibbs 
and Oklahoma State’s Pat Jones. 
Colorado’s Bill McCartney, the 
fourth, resigned unexpectedly, for 
personal reasons he declined to dis- 
cuss. 

“As I’ve said many times, to the 
chagrin of many Nebraska fans, I’m 
not in it (coaching) to win the 
national championship,” Osborne 
said. “Believe me, if we win the 
national championship, I’d be 
pleased. But | wouldn’t feel any dif- 
ferently after that game than when 
we beat Colorado. 

“I thought we played well, and 
I'm always elated about a good per- 
formance. But trophies and whistles 
and bells and rings don’t excite me 
that much. What really excites me is 
playing as well as you can, getting 
the most out of your football team, 
doing it a certain way. When it 
comes time for me to go, it won't be 
tied to trophies or a specific set of 
events.” 

So, no, in answer to the original 
question posed earlier; Osborne 
doesn’t intend to retire if the 
Cornhuskers win against Miami in 
the Orange Bowl game on New 
Year's night. 

If they do win, they will be 
national champions. That's a certain- 
ty, even though national champi- 
onships depend on the votes of news 
media representatives, in the case of 
the Associated Press version of the 
coveted title, and the votes of coach- 
es, in the case of the USA 
Today/CNN version. 

Considering Nebraska is a solid 
No. 1 in both polls, it is inconceiv- 
able that a victory against the No. 3- 
ranked Hurricanes, on their home 
field, wouldn't earn it both champi- 
onships, regardless of what No. 2 


| 


Penn State did against Oregon in the 
Rose Bowl. 

Nearly everyone agrees: If the 
Cornhuskers win one more game, 
there will be no suspense on Jan. 2, 
when, among others, the Rose Bowl, 
Sugar Bowl and Fiesta Bowl are 
played. Nebraska is in control of its 
own destiny this time. It need 
depend on no one else. 

In the disappointing aftermath of 
the Cornhuskers’ 18-16 loss to 
Florida State in the 1994 Orange 
Bowl game, Osborne was told, by 


SUSPENSE 
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Bob Devaney among others, that he 
would someday coach a national 
championship team and that it most 
likely would happen when he least 
expected it. This season has unfold- 
ed in such a way as to fit that predic- 
tion, almost to perfection. 

Nebraska opened the season 
among the national championship 
contenders, with the single require- 
ment that quarterback Tommie 
Frazier remain healthy. That belief 
was solidified early on, as Frazier 
became a Heisman Trophy candi- 
date almost overnight, after direct- 
ing an impressive 31-0 victory over 
West Virginia in the Kickoff Classic. 
The Cornhuskers were “in,” accord- 
ing to those who are capable of 
shaping national opinion. 

That changed when Frazier was 


With a defense that has 
made a habit of makin 
high-powered olfentas todkk 
bad, Nebraska has gained 
the respect of the media, 
including ESPN’s Craig 
James. 


sidelined by a blood clot prob- 
lem. Then, when Brook Berringer 
followed Frazier to the sideline 
temporarily with a partially col- 
lapsed lung, Nebraska was “out.” 
The Cornhuskers persisted, how- 
ever, with sophomore walk-on 
Matt Turman filling in at quarter- 
back until Berringer was healthy. 
Turman came off the bench in the 
second half of the Oklahoma 
State game, then started against 
Kansas State, playing the better 
part of the first half. That 


Nebraska continued to win despite 
the quarterback shuffle was evi- 
dence of how good the Cornhuskers 
were. 

Still, there was the matter of Penn 
State, which, like Nebraska, contin- 
ued to win and had moved to No. 1 
in the Associated Press poll with the 
help of an Auburn victory over 
Florida. Fortunately for the 
Cornhuskers, Colorado also won 
seven in a row to earn a No. 2 rank- 
ing, which it brought to Lincoln for a 
Big Eight championship showdown 
on Oct. 29. Nebraska was 8-0 and 
ranked No. 3. 

The Cornhuskers’ decisive, 24-7 
victory against Colorado boosted 
them past Penn State, which defeat- 
ed Ohio State that same day, 63-14, 
to the top of the AP rankings. Once 
there, Nebraska was in control of its 
fate. Because of the Big Ten’s tie-up 
with the Rose Bowl, Penn State 
could not be matched against 
Nebraska. And unless the Nittany 
Lions could move back ahead of 
Nebraska in the rankings, they 
would have no chance at the nation- 
al championship. 

Penn State Coach Joe Paterno lob- 
bied for his team, without success. 
So did Alabama coach Gene 
Stallings, whose Crimson Tide could 
get no higher in the rankings than 
No. 3, despite going 11-0 during the 
regular season. If we win out, we'll 
be national champions, Stallings 
said, expressing a confidence that 
wasn’t warranted by Alabama’s lone 
first-place vote the week before the 
Crimson Tide played Florida in the 
Southeastern Conference champi- 
onship game. 

A Florida victory against 
Alabama in Atlanta made the No. 1 
debate involve only Nebraska and 
Penn State, which is headed to 
Pasadena, Calif. There they'll play a 
modestly successful Oregon team, 
hoping not only for a victory against 
the Ducks and a Nebraska loss but 
also hoping that in such a scenario, 
Miami wouldn’t earn enough votes 
for the national title. 

As soon as the Hurricanes 
wrapped up an Orange Bow! bid, 
with a victory against Boston 
College, they began lobbying. “We 
feel that Nebraska is a great team 
and that if we beat them, we can get 
all or a piece of a national champi- 
onship,” Miami quarterback Frank 
Costa said. 

The prospect of playing the 
Hurricanes on their home field 
would seem to be less imposing for 
Nebraska this time around. For one 


thing, Miami’s 58-game winning 
streak in the Orange Bowl stadium 
was ended by Washington in late 
September. For another, Nebraska's 
defense, an aggressive 4-3 base 
alignment, has been fashioned to 
deal with offenses such as Miami's. 
It has been patterned after Miami's 
and Florida State’s. In a sense, the 
Cornhuskers have been preparing 
for this Orange Bowl game for the 
last couple of seasons. And they 
have shown no signs of being intimi- 
dated by Miami, which led the 
nation in defense. 

Even though Osborne downplays 
its importance to him personally, a 
national championship would serve 


to certify his remarkable accomplish- 
ments. He is the second-winningest 
active football coach by percentage 
in NCAA Division I-A. Texas A&M's 
R.C. Slocum is first, mainly because 
he has had to sustain success over 
six seasons, while Osborne’s teams 
have won more than 80 percent of 
their games over 23 seasons. Under 
Osborne, Nebraska has always 
played in a bowl game. And it has 
been a contender for the mythical 
national championship in about half 
of those seasons. 

With a national title, Osborne 
could step completely from 
Devaney’s considerable shadow. 


See SUSPENSE page 18 


Good Luck To 
The Black Shirts 
From The 
Pin-Striped, 


Buttoned-Down 


In our more than 130 years of business, we've cheered the Black Shirts to 
many a victory. And as Nebraska's oldest, largest bank with over $3.5 billion 
in assets, we will be around to witness many, many more. Best of luck this 
season from your fans at First National Bank of Omaha. 


first national bank 
of omaha 


SCOUTING 
NAMI 


hree months ago, nobody was 

| talking about winning a fifth 

national championship at 

Miami. After a 38-20 loss to 

Washington at home, it appeared the 

Hurricanes were all but out of the 
title hunt. 

Eight wins later, Miami has a 
chance — however slim — to win 
another crown, and everybody in 
South Florida is talking about it. It is, 
after all, Miami. 

“We feel Nebraska is a great team, 
and if we beat them we can get all or 
a piece of a national championship,” 
Hurricanes quarterback Frank Costa 
said. 

Never mind the Hurricanes would 
need a victory over top-ranked 
Nebraska in the Orange Bowl on 
New Year's Day night and some 
help from Oregon in the Rose Bowl 
on the following day to lay claim to 
the title. 

First things first. The 10-1 
Hurricanes, ranked fourth national- 
ly, earned the right and the invita- 
tion from the Orange Bowl commit- 
tee to play the top-ranked and 12-0 
Huskers in the Orange Bowl by win- 


Quarterback 
Frank Costa 
believes 
Miami still can 
win a piece of 
the national 
title. 


ning the Big East Conference title. A 
Husker win would put an end to all 
the national championship talk. 

But if Miami wins the Orange 
Bowl title and No. 2 and 12-0 Penn 
State falls to Oregon in the Rose 
Bowl on Jan. 2, the Hurricanes say 
they deserve to be No. 1. 

“We feel that we're the best team 
in the country,” Costa said. “Aside 
from four minutes in the 
Washington game, we're undefeat- 
ed. We feel that we played a top- 

notch schedule and some teams 

did not.” 

1 That scenario could happen, 
\ Miami Coach Dennis 
Erickson said. 

“| think anytime 
you play a game, the 
chances of getting 
beat are pretty 
good,” he said. “I’ve 
seen upsets all of 
the time.” 

Two weeks 
after losing to 
Washington, the 

Hurricanes 
defeated defending nation- 
al champs Florida State 34- 
20. That game turned the 
Hurricanes’ season around, 
according to Erickson. 

Since then, the Hurricanes 


Nebraska vs. Miami 


Despite losing to Washington, Miami still feels it’s a national 


title contender 
January 1, 1995 ¢ 7:00 p.m. (CDT) e Orange Bowl ¢ Miami, Fla. e NBC Television 


Lombardi winner Warren Sapp 
is one of the key contributors on 
a Hurricane defense giving up 
an average of 220.9 

offensive yards a game. 

have won six games and given up 
seven points or less four times. 
Temple's offense had the most suc- 
cess against Miami since the Florida 
State game, losing 38-14. 

“We've put ourselves into a posi- 
tion we want to be in,” Erickson 
said. “Our goal after the Washington 
game was, we couldn’t lose any 
more to have a shot at the national 
championship. 

“Obviously, the turning point was 
when we beat Florida State. It gave 
us a great deal of confidence going 
into the other games.” 

The Hurricanes’ defense is most 
responsible for putting the team into 
position to play top-ranked 
Nebraska in the Orange Bowl. 
Miami is giving up just 220.9 yards 
of total offense and 10.8 points per 
game. 

Miami is the strongest up-front, 
thanks to defensive tackle Warren 
Sapp. Sapp — who was awarded the 
Lombardi Trophy, given to the best 
interior lineman in college football 
— leads the team with 10.5 sacks, 
nine tackles for losses and three fum- 
ble recoveries and is fourth on the 


team in tackles with 84. | - 

Erickson can’t say| 
enough about the 6-3, | 
284-pound junior from 
Plymouth, Fla. 

“He's the best defen- 
sive lineman I’ve ever | — 
coached,” Erickson 
said. 

But Erickson may not 
get to enjoy Sapp much 
more. Erickson said 
Sapp may decide to 
turn pro after the 
Orange Bowl and 
declare himself eligible 
for the National 
Football League’s col- 


lege draft. Washington a 
“I’m going to sit with six wins. 
down with Warren 
during the next couple of weeks and 
see what he wants to do,” Erickson 
said. “I’d love to see him stay, obvi- 
ously, but he’s going to do what's 
best for himself and his family.” 
Freshman Marvin Davis lines up 


HUSKER 2-DEEP 


OFFENSE 
Reggie Baul 
Brendan Holbein 
Rob Zatechka 
Brady Caskey 
Joel Wilks 
Aaron Taylor 
Aaron Graham 
Bill Humphrey 
Brenden Stai 
Bryan Pruitt 
Zach Wiegert 
Eric Anderson 
Matt Shaw 
Eric Alford 
Brook Berringer 
Tommie Frazier 
Cory Schlesinger 
Jeff Makovicka 
Lawrence Phillips 
Damon Benning 
Abdul Muhammad 
Clester Johnson 
Darin Erstad 


DEFENSE 
Dwayne Harris 
Jared Tomich 
Christian Peter 
Scott Saltsman 
Terry Connealy 
Jason Pestertieid 
Donta Jones 
Grant Wistrom 
Troy Dumas 
Clint Brown 
Phil Ellis 
Doug Colman 
Ed Stewart 
Ryan Terwilliger 
Barron Miles 
Darren Schmadeke 
Tyrone Williams 
Leslie Dennis 
Kareem Moss 
Octavious McFarlin 
Tony Veland 
Eric Stokes 
Darin Erstad 


done some of 


5-8 
5-9 
6-5 
6-4 
6-3 
6-1 
6-3 
6-2 
6-4 


6-0 

5-10 210 
6-0 220 
5-11 205 
5-9 160 
5-117 210 
6-2 195 


6-2 
62 
6-2 
6-2 
6-5 
6-3 
6-2 


5-11 175 
6-2 195 


Depth charts were compiled December 13 


Dennis Erickson may have 


coaching in getting Miami 
to forget the loss to 


next to Sapp, and has 
recorded 53 tackles 
and three sacks. 

The Hurricanes also 
are strong at end, with 
sophomore Kenny 
Holmes and freshman 
Kenard Lang. The two 
_|have combined for 106 
tackles, while Holmes 
has 8.5 sacks and Lang 
has added eight. 

“The guys who make 
the program successful 
are the down guys 
on defense,” 
Erickson said. 

Middle linebacker 
Ray Lewis leads the 
team with 92 solo 
tackles and 152 total 
tackles. The 6-1, 221-pound sopho- 
more also has 2.5 sacks and two 
interceptions. Outside linebackers 
Corwin Francis and James Burgess 
surround Lewis. Burgess, a sopho- 
more, recorded 87 tackles, including 


"CANE 2-DEEP 


OFFENSE 
Chris T. Jones - 
Yatil Green 
Zey Lumelski 
Freeman Brown 
Ajan Symonette 
Kerlin Blaise 
K.C, Jones 
Mike Wehner 
Tirrell Greene 
Omar Andreas 
Ricky Perty 
Tirrell Greene 
Gerard Daphnis 
Derrick Harris 
James Stewart 
Larry Jones 
Jonathan Harris 
Trent Jones 
Jammi German 
A.C. Tellison 
Frank Costa 
Ryan Collins 
Dane Prewitt 


DEFENSE 
Kenny Holmes 
Booker Pickett 
Marvin Davis 
Dwayne Johnson 
Warren Sapp 
Dwayne Johnson 
Kenard Lang 
Baraka Short 
Corwin Francis 
Twan Russell 
Ray Lewis 
Jeffrey Taylor 
James Burgess 
Marlin Barnes 
Carlos Jones 
Aaron Jones 
C.J. Richardson 
Earl Little 
Maicom Pearson 
C.J. Richardson 
Chad Wilson 
Dennis Scott 
Ryan Clement 


his best 


nd finish 


6-2 
5-11 211 


6-4 
6-3 
6-2 
6-5 
6-3 
6-5 
6-4 
6-3 
6-0 
6-2 
6-1 
62 
6-0 
5-44 
5-11 
5-14 
6-1 
6-1 
6-2 
6-1 
5-11 
5-9 
6-2 210 


240 
227 
260 
274 
280. 
274 
251 
244 


* = injured, but probable for game 


¢ Doug Looney, 
Sports Illustrated: 
That is the lock of 
the century. Miami, 
name the score. 
Nebraska has a bet 
ter team, but that has nothing to 
do with how Nebraska will play 
in a bowl game. | think 
Nebraska could play San Jose 
State in a bowl and lose. 
Nebraska just needs a change 
in terminology and not call it a 
bowl game. | like Miami in 
every way you can think about 
— emotionally and physically. 
Miami 35, Nebraska 25 


° Tom Vint, Associated Press: 
Like last year, this game will be 
exciting, played close-to-the- 
vest, and with lots of action and 
big plays. It will be one of those 
that could go either way. But it'll 
be played in the Orange Bowl, 
and | don’t see Miami stumbling 
twice in one season at home. 


Miami 17, Nebraska 14. 


* Todd Henrichs, Hastings 
Tribune: Despite Miami's home- 


field advantage, the Hurricanes 
just don’t have the offensive fire- 
power many of the past great 
Miami teams had. Still, 
Nebraska will need a near-per- 
fect performance to win. This 
year may be the year they have 
that. Nebraska 20, Miami 
14. 


© Rich Roberts, KMIV 
Television, Omaha: This is the 
best opportunity in years for the 
Huskers to go down and beat 
Miami on their own field. 
Obviously, that’s a big advan- 
tage for the Hurricanes, but 
that’s the way it is. People will 
be surprised with the Huskers’ 
speed on defense, and, of 
course, the offensive line is out- 
standing. They'll need a good 
game against the likes of 
Warren Sapp. But the Huskers 
will get it dove Nebraska 
23, Miami 20. 


¢ Norm Hitzges, HSE: | don’t 
think Miami can handle 
Nebraska at the line of scrim- 
mage. | think this is going to be 
a low-scoring game. 
Nebraska 13, Miami 3. 
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HURRICANE 
STATISTICS 


First Downs 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 20 19 

| Rushing Attempts 

Net yards rushing 
Yds. per game 

Net yards passing 
Passes attempted 
Passes completed 
Had intercepted 20 18 

| Yds. per game 

Total plays 

Total net yards 
Avg. gain per play 6.7 3.4 
Avg. gain per game 427.2 


Punts-yards 
Avg. per punt 
Fumbles-lost 
Penalties-yards 
Sacks by-yards lost 
Third Down Conv, 
Conv. Pct. 
Fourth Down Conv. 
Conv. Pct. 
Avg. Time of Poss. 


2 


TEAM STATS 


Miami 
266 
120 66 
126 78 


Opp. 


441 
1970 
179.1 
2729 
366 
194 


409 
1065 
96.8 
1365 
293 
143 


248.1 
807 
4699 


124.1 
702 
2430 


220.9 


40-1381 75-3153 
34.5 42.0 
21-10 27-12 
93-775 94-807 
42-261 28-194 
60-145 44-160 
414 .275 
5-17 4-19 
294 211 
30:19 29:41 


1994 MIAMI 


FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 
Record Overall (Conf.) — 10-1 {7-0} 


Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov, 19 
Nov. 26 


Jan. 1 


Georgia South. W, 56-0 
@ Arizona St. W, 47-10 
Washington L, 38-20 
@ Rutgers W, 24-3 
Florida St. W, 34-20 
@W. Virginia W, 38-6 
Virginia Tech W, 24-3 
@ Syracuse W, 27-6 
Pittsburgh W, 17-12 
@ Temple W, 38-14 
Boston College W, 23-7 
vs. Nebraska 


SCORE BY QUARTERS 


1-2 34 


63 133 85 67 — 
28 32 — 


29 30 


1994 SEASON STATS 


(11 GAMES) 


INDIVIDUAL LEADERS 
RUSHING 
Name G Att. Yds. 
Stewart, J. 147 724 
Shipman, A. 45 454 
Jones, L 88 409 
Ferguson, D. 74 405 


YPG 
80.4 
41.3 
37.2 
40.5 


Gaiter, T. 15 61 8.7 
Collins, R. 15 18 2.0 


Jones, T. 1 13 
PASSING 
Name G C-A-I Pet, 
Costa, F. 11 168-313-15 537 
Collins, R. 9 23-45-5 511 
Clement, R. 6 3-7-0 429 
RECEIVING 
Name G_ No. Yds, 
Jones,C.T. 11 39 664 17.0 
German, J. 11 33 391 11.9 
Harris, J. 1 25 327 13.1 
Tellison 11 16 208 13.0 
Jones, T. 11 15 275 18.3 
Green, Y. 9 15 255 17.0 
Tucker,S. 11 150 16.7 
Daphnis,G. 11 149 16.6 
Stewart, J. 44 5.5 
Johnson, T. 110 22.0 
Wimberly, M. 
Shipman, A. 
Ferguson, D. 
Cain, L. 
Jones, C. T. 
Harris, D. 


© 
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Name UT 
Lewis, R. 92 
Burgess, J. 50 
Richardson, C.48 
Sapp, W. 37 
Francis,C. 30 
Holmes, K. 31 
Russell, T. 32 
Davis, M. 

Riley, P. 

Lang, K. 
Pearson, M. 
Jones, Car. 
Marley, R. 
Wilson, C. 

Short, B. 

Little, E. 
Johnson, D. 
Taylor, J. 

Coley, A. 
Barnes, M. 
Pickett, B. 

Scott, D. 
McCullum, D. 
Ridgley, E. 
Brinkworth, K. 
Mack. T. 

Phillips, W. 
Medearis, R. 
Shipman, A. 


LSS NSO Ry SE SRI NON OR a NO St 


1.2 


Yds. | 
2443 
266 
20 


60.4 
35.5 
29.7 
18.9 
25.0 
28,3 
13.6 
13.5 
49 
12.2 
3.4 
2.1 
1.6 
6.1 
2.9 
1.0 
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five for negative yardage, and 
picked off two passes. Francis has 
been in on 70 tackles, including 16 in 
a 17-12 win against Pittsburgh. 

The Hurricanes are especially 
tough against the run, giving up just 
96 yards per game. Against the pass, 
Miami yielded 124.1 yards per con- 
test. 

Carlos Jones, a 5-11 sophomore, 
anchors the Hurricanes secondary. 
He's picked off a team-high five 
passes and returned one 16 yards for 
a touchdown. 

Senior Chad Wilson or freshman 
Dennis Scott will start at the other 
cornerback. Wilson intercepted three 
passes this year while Scott has 
made 19 tackles. 

Free safety C.J. Richardson has one 
pick-off this year, while Malcolm 
Pearson starts at free safety. 

Not surprisingly, the Hurricanes 
offense is led by the quarterback. 
Costa threw for 2,372 yards during 
the regular season, completing 53.7 
percent and throwing 15 touchdown 
passes. 

Erickson was most impressed with 
Costa during the season-ending win 
against Boston College. Trailing, 7-3, 
at halftime, Costa rallied the 


One of Frank Costa’s favorite 
eens has been Chris T. Jones 
(below), who has caught 39 


passes for 664 yards and six 
touchdowns. 


Hurricanes to a 23-7 win with two 
second-half touchdown passes. 

Costa completed 22 of 37 passes for 
251 yards and no interceptions. He 
was sacked six times and knocked 
down another 10 times against the 
Boston College defense, but he man- 
aged to lead Miami to the win. 

“I think that was the best perfor- 
mance he has had since he’s been 
here,” Erickson said. “He made 
some big things happen, made some 
big plays.” 

Costa has a talented group of 
receivers to work with. His favorite 
is Chris T. Jones, the senior split end 
who caught 39 passes for 664 yards 
and six touchdowns. 

Flanker Jammi German made 33 
catches for 391 yards and tailback 
Jonathan Harris had 25 receptions 
for 327 yards. 

Tight end Gerald Daphnis or full- 
back James Stewart aren’t used often 
as a receiver, but Daphnis managed 
nine catches and Stewart added 
eight this season. 

Stewart, however, leads all 
Hurricane rushers. The junior gained 
763 yards on 147 carries this season, 
and he’s averaging 80.4 yards per 
game. Reserve fullback Al Shipman 
is second on the team with 454 yards 
on the ground, averaging 10.1 yards 
per carry. 

In fact, Miami’s top four rushers 
are all fullbacks, with Larry Jones 
and Danyell Ferguson joining 
Stewart and Shipman. 

Up-front, Miami has talented line- 
men to protect Costa and open holes 
for Hurricane backs. 


Tackles Zev Lumeiski and Ricky 


FINAL POLLS 


Both final polls contain first-place votes in parentheses, 1994 records, total points (based on 
25 points for first through one point for a 25th-place vote) and previous rankings. 


atv. USA Today/CNN 
s(@. 0°.\ @ Football Poll 

» Nebraska (44) 12-0-0 
Penn St. (18) 110-0 
Miami 10-1-0 
Florida 10-1-1 
Colorado 10-1-0 
Alabama 11-10 
Florida St. 9-1-1 
Kansas St. 9.20 
Oregon 9-30 

. Colorado St. 10-10 

. Ohio St. 

. Utah 

. Arizona 

. North Carolina 

. Virginia Tech 

. Virginia 

. Mississippi St. 

. Michigan 

. Brigham Young 

. N. Carolina St. 

. Duke 

. Southern Cel. 

. Washington St. 

. Tennessee 

. Boston College 


1 

2. 
3 
4, 
5. 
é. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
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Perry bring the bulk up-front. 
Lumeiski is a 311-pound senior and 
Perry is a 329-pound junior. 

Tirrell Greene, a 302-pound senior, 
or J Ina, a 280-pound sophomore, 
will start at one guard spot, while 
280-pound Alan Symonette starts on 
the weak-side. Center K.C. Jones is 
the runt of the line, weighing a tiny 
257 pounds. 

Erickson said he hasn't seen much 
of Nebraska this year, but he has 


pee (7-4) VS.. oe (8-3) 


inia Tech (8-3) 


mi (10-1) 
Wisconsin (6-4-1) vs. ‘Deke. {8-3) 
Ohio St. (9-3) vs. Alabama (1.1- y oe 
~ Texas Tech (6-5) vs. Southern Cal {7-3- ye 
WwW. Virginia (7-5) VS. S. Carolina (65) © 


Associated 
Press Top 25 


. Nebraska (38) 12-0-0 1,526 
Penn St. (24) 1100 1,51] 
. Miami 10-1-0 1,398 

Colorado 10-10 1,345 

Florida 10-1-1 1,313 

Alabama 11-10 1,217 

Florida St. 9-1-1 1,211 

Texas A&M 100-1 1,081 

Auburn 9-1-1 1,059 
. Colorado St. 10-1-0 968 
. Kansas St. 9-20 943 
. Oregon 9-3.0 916 
. Ohio St. 9.3.0 751 
. Utah 9-20 700 
. Arizona 8-3-0 625 
. Mississippi St. 8.30 560 
. Virginia Tech 486 
. Virginia 416 
. North Carolina 402 
, Michigan 372 
. Southern Cal, 355 
. Brigham Young 237 
. N. Carolina St. 222 
. Washington St. 186 
. Duke 99 
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been impressed with what little he’s 
seen. 

For one thing, he said this year’s 
Husker squad is better than the one . 
that he faced in 1992. 

“They have so much more speed 
on defense than they had the last 
time,” he said. “Their offense is 
always going to be the same, very 
physical, but they have a lot more 
speed on defense.” 
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Chris Faytok 


SUSPENSE 


From page 13 


Following a legend has been more 
difficult than Osborne has made it 
seem. “T felt when I took over for 
Bob that it would be uphill,” 
Osborne said. 

“| thought it would be difficult to 
last more than five years. Bob always 
had a built-in grace factor because he 
turned the program around. I wasn’t 
going to have that opportunity 
because I was more of a caretaker.” 

Osborne almost accepted an offer 
from Colorado in December 1978, 
after only five seasons as Nebraska’s 
coach. His record was 55-15-2 (.778). 
But he was 1-5 against Oklahoma. “I 
thought there was enough unhappi- 
ness here that maybe I ought to look 
for a job,” he said. 

Osborne didn’t take the Colorado 
job when it was offered because of 
his Nebraska roots and because, as 
he said, “I was comfortable with Bob 
Devaney.” Even so, he added, “I’ve 
never felt very comfortable here.” 

Osborne was reflective during the 
news conference before the 
Oklahoma game. Gibbs’ departure, 
in particular, seemed to affect him, 
perhaps because he saw several sim- 
ilarities between Gibbs and himself 
during his early seasons as a head 
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coach. 

Osborne was asked if he thought 
the time when a coach remained at a 
school for 15 or 20 years, as he has, 
might be over. Not necessarily, he 
said. 

“I’m not crying, but I would say 
that over the last 20 years, the com- 
plexity of coaching has increased. 
There has always been pressure to 
win, but it seems like a lot of other 
dimensions have been added into 
the equation. 

“T think knowing what I do now, | 
wouldn’t get into coaching. There 
have got to be better ways to live. | 
regret that my kids grew up and 
basically my wife raised them. I'd 
sure like to spend a little more time 
with the family. I’ve always wanted 
to go fishing in the fall. I like to hunt, 
although I’m not as avid a hunter as 
I like to think Iam. I don’t really like 
to go out and kill things much.” 

Osborne didn’t want his honesty 
misinterpreted as an indication that 
he was considering retirement, how- 
ever. 

“I’m sure you guys (reporters) 
have the same feelings about your 
jobs,” he said. “There are times 
you'd rather be home more, times 
you'd like to get paid more. There 
are always problems. Ours (coach- 
es’) are just a little more public than 
everybody else’s.” 


At age 57, Osborne is successful 
and going strong. “The reason you 
would leave is if you just didn’t feel 
it was worth doing or you didn’t 
think you could do the job justice. | 
don’t think I'll be one of those guys 
who doesn’t realize it’s time,” he 
said. “I don’t foresee this being a six- 
month deal, though. When you start 
talking like this, people wonder. 

“I know myself well enough that I 
need a challenge, something to do. I 
wouldn’t do very well in retirement. 
Some people do. As much as | love 
to fish, I couldn’t do it every day.” 

Not even if the Cornhuskers were 
to win the national championship on 
Jan. 1. And that could happen. 


Nebraska’s ability to win even 
after Brook Berringer (inset) 
replaced injured Heisman 
hopeful Tommie Frazier (below) 
is evidence of how good the 
Huskers are. 


Bob Berry 


need Tommie Frazier to beat 

Oklahoma, 13-3. 

But he was on the sideline at 
Owen Field, ready to play. 

Frazier wasn’t wearing his famil- 
iar No. 15 white road jersey. It had 
been damaged during the Texas 
Tech game and because no one 
expected him to play for the remain- 
der of the season, the jersey wasn’t 
repaired, 

So Frazier wore jersey No. 17, 
although a close look could reveal a 
No. 15 on his helmet. 

Despite the fact that Frazier 
didn’t play against the Sooners, his 
unexpected return was much-dis- 
cussed following Nebraska’s 12th 
victory. 

Brook Berringer, Frazier’s 
replacement at quarterback, was the 


I turned out that Nebraska didn’t 


CONFERENCE STANDINGS 


TEAM PF 

Nebraska 201 
Colorado 234 
Kansas St. 167 
Oklahoma 147 
Kansas 169 
Missouri i 133 
Oklahoma St. 86 

lowa St. 132 


OVERALL STANDINGS 


Ww PF 
12 435 
10 398 
9 306 
218 
314 
208 
180 

One 192 
Win - Loss - Tie - Points For - Points Against 
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A Healthy Insurance Policy 


Tommie Frazier may be able to play, but Brook Berringer 


is still the Huskers starter 


By MIKE BABCOCK 


focus of the discussion, of course, “I 
didn’t have a second thought about 
Tommie being on the sideline,” 
Berringer said afterward. 

“When I heard he was cleared to 
play, I put it out of my mind.” 

Berringer’s performance lent cre- 
dence to that assertion. He was cho- 
sen Nebraska’s Player of the Game 
by ABC Television, having complet- 
ed 13 of 23 passes for 166 yards and 
scoring the only touchdown on a 1- 
yard run early in the fourth quarter. 

For much of the first half, howev- 
er, Berringer played as if he were 
preoccupied. Those first 30 minutes 
represented “one of my poorest per- 
formances,” he said. 

It paralleled the play of 
Nebraska’s offense, which had only 
63 yards of total offense at intermis- 
sion, 

“T'll take the credit for most of it,” 
Berringer said. 

He was 4-of-11 passing for 23 


yards during a first half in which he 
was sacked three times. 

Because of the sacks’ 27 yards- 
worth of losses, he had a net of two 
yards rushing. 

“If | had gotten rid of the ball ona 
couple of the sacks, | would have felt 
better,” said Berringer. “I can just 
play a lot better.” 

In the second half, he did. 

Coach Tom Osborne said he 
“looked at Tommie a few times 
today,” presumably during the first 
half. 

The remark was tongue-in-cheek. 
“It wasn’t Brook’s problem,” 
Osborne said. “This was a tough day 
to play quarterback. He did a good 
job. He had a lot of pressure on 
him.” 

Most of the pressure on Berringer 


Brook Berringer earned second- 
team All-Big Eight honors after 
leading Nebraska to seven wins. 


was applied by an aggressive, stunt- 
ing Oklahoma defense. Berringer’s 
jersey was grass-stained, evidence of 
the physical pounding the Sooners 
gave him. 

“I was on the ground some,” 
Berringer said. “It was one of the 
more physical games I’ve played.” 

You can’t keep a good man down, 
however, and Berringer was quick to 
get up. “The second half, I showed a 
lot of poise, hopefully,” he said. 

“At least, I tried to.” 

The start was Berringer’s seventh, 
and his fifth in a row, after recover- 
ing from a twice-collapsed lung. He 
was voted second-team All-Big Eight 
by the Associated Press, behind first- 
teamers Chad May of Kansas State 
and Kordell Stewart of Colorado. 

Berringer finished with ‘the confi- 
dence warranted by such success. “I 
think the coaches realize we've got 
two capable quarterbacks,” he said. 

“I'd be surprised to see Tommie 
play because of the chemistry we've 


“Off the cuff, I 
think you’d go 
with Brook 
vor) 
ecause he’s 
gotten us here 
since the 
Wyoming game.” 


— Rob Zatechka 
Senior offensive lineman 


got. We’re running pretty smooth. 
I'd think they (coaches) would stick 
with me. But you never know. 

“I’m not going to look over my 
shoulder, and I’m not going to let 
worries about what might happen 
affect my game.” 

His teammates said they didn’t 
think Berringer was adversely affect- 
ed by Frazier’s presence on the side- 
line. “I'd like to think something like 
that wouldn’t get to him,” said 
senior offensive tackle Rob Zatechka. 

Berringer’s first-half problems 
were a result of his “trying to make 
something happen,” Zatechka said. 

Nebraska’s offense is experienced 
enough to function efficiently no 
matter who is playing quarterback, 
according to Zatechka. “We've kind 
of rolled with the punches,” he said. 


He considered Frazier’s return a 
positive. “It’s nice to have Tommie 
back and ready to go,” Zatechka 
said. “He’s so explosive. It might 
give the other team something to 
prepare for.” 

Specifically, that other team is 
Miami, the No. l-ranked 
Cornhuskers’ opponent in the 
Orange Bowl game on New Year's 
night. The Hurricanes can expect to 
see Frazier if he’s needed. 

“He just needs more practice 


time,” Osborne said. “I think 
Tommie will be there and be ready 
to play.” 


Zatechka expects Berringer to get 
the start, however. “Off the cuff, I 


think you’d go with Brook because 
he’s gotten us here since the 
Wyoming game,” said Zatechka. 

Frazier kept a low profile in his 
return to uniform, declining inter- 
view requests afterward. 

He was just happy to be back, he 
said, in a brief statement through the 
sports information office. 

Senior wingback Abdul 
Muhammad, who caught five passes 
for 98 yards, confirmed that. “I talk 
to Tommie a lot,” Muhammad said. 
“He said he’d probably get cleared 
(to play). 

“] think it was a good thing they 
brought him down here.” 

Even if he wasn’t needed. 


BRAG- 
before the 
Big Game, 
& after the 


BRAGGIN’ SHIRTS! Our 100% combed white cotton Oxford is the most 
comfortable and durable dress shirt available anywhere. And it’s uniquely _ 
embroidered with your school name above the pocket - and logo on the cuff... 960. 
Made in America. (Also available in Pinpoint Oxford.) 


Call Toll Free Today 


GAME Day CLASSICS * 


\V “Team Spirit You Can’ Take to the Office!” 


Special Quantity Prices Available 


1-800-508-8570 


9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, EST 


Hey, what 

good are 

bragging 
rights if you 
don’t brag? 
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preparing to defend against the Cornhuskers. 

Nebraska remains committed to running the option. 
That has to be a defensive coordinator’s first concern. 
Failure to stop Nebraska from running will be fatal. 

But stopping the run, or limiting it, hasn’t ensured 
success against the Cornhuskers this season. 

“We did what we had to do to stop the running 
game,” Oklahoma defensive lineman David Campbell 
said after a 13-3 loss against Nebraska the day after 
Thanksgiving. “It was the passing that hurt us.” 

Nebraska’s running game, the most productive in the 
NCAA's Division I-A this season, never got untracked 
against the Sooners and totaled a season-low 136 yards. 
Not to worry, though. Not when it could pass. 

The Cornhuskers attacked Oklahoma through the air, 
with Brook Berringer completing 9 of 12 passes for 143 
yards in the second half. Instead of running to set up the 
pass, Nebraska passed to set up the run. 

The emphasis seemed a little unusual, according to 
Cornhusker offensive tackle Rob Zatechka. 

But hey, whatever works. 

Because of its unexpected instability at quarterback, 
Nebraska was forced to adopt such an offensive philos- 
ophy this season. Despite leading the nation in rushing 
for the fifth time in the last seven seasons, the 
Cornhusker offense was a little more balanced with the 
pass and run. It at least seemed that way. 

In fact, the Cornhuskers didn’t throw any more than 
they have in recent seasons. But with Berringer doing 
the passing, they were more efficient. 

Nebraska did throw more passes this season than 
last. Nine more, to be exact. But the Cornhuskers played 
only 11 regular-season games in 1993. So, on the aver- 
age, they actually threw a little less often in 1994. 

Their completion percentage improved markedly, 
however, creating the illusion of more passing. 

To borrow on a cliche, necessity is the mother of 
invention. Nebraska had little choice but to pass after 
Tommie Frazier, the No. 1 quarterback at the beginning 
of the season, and Berringer suffered injuries. Frazier’s 
problem, of course, was blood clots. Berringer’s was a 
twice-collapsed lung. 

With Frazier sidelined and Berringer still recovering, 
the option was put on hold. Options were rare in a 42-7 
victory at Missouri, for example. But so were passes, 
although there are, no doubt, those who came away con- 
vinced Nebraska had thrown a lot. 

Berringer completed only three passes, in five 
attempts, during the second half against Missouri. But 
all three were good for touchdowns. There's efficiency 
for you. 

Berringer finished the Missouri game 9-of-13 for 152 
yards and the three touchdowns. He would pass for at 
least 142 yards, his total the next week against Colorado, 
in each of the four games that followed. Yet, the number 
of passes he threw to achieve that string was typical. 

He was 12-of-17 in the Colorado game. He was 13-of- 
18 against Kansas, 11-of-18 against Iowa State and 13-of- 
23 against Oklahoma. Over the last five games, all in the 
Big Eight, Berringer was a combined 58-of-89 passing, 
for 920 yards and seven touchdowns. He was intercept- 
ed only three times. 

On the strength of those numbers, Berringer finished 
the regular season with 1,295 passing yards, the 14th- 
highest single-season total in school history. In effect, he 
achieved those numbers in eight games, throwing only 
three passes, total, as Frazier’s back-up in the first three 


[.: not exactly a case of choosing one’s poison in 


games and completing two of seven passes after replac- 
ing Matt Turman for about half of the 17-6 victory 
against Kansas State. 

Based on the way he was passing at season's end, 
Berringer would have needed only one more game to 
move into Nebraska's single-season Top 10. Had he 
played the full season at a comparable level, he would 
have finished among the Cornhuskers’ all-time top five. 

David Humm ranks No. 1, with 2,074 passing yards 
in 1972. Vince Ferragamo is No. 2, with 2,071 yards in 
1976, and Jerry Tagge is No. 3, with 2,019 yards in 1971. 
They are the only members of the 2,000-yard club. 

The passing threat Berringer’s right arm represents 
was dramatically illustrated in Nebraska's 45-17 victory 
against Kansas. He threw for 267 yards, in tying Humm 
for the seventh-best single-game total in school history. 
Remarkably, Berringer amassed 249 of those yards by 
halftime. 

If Coach Tom Osborne hadn't decided to pull back in 
the second half of the Kansas game, Berringer very well 
could have broken Humm’s single-game record of 297 
passing yards. 

The Oklahoma game was the only one of the stretch 


See PASSING page 43 


OMININGEINERDAGCINCHRANKG | 


Nebraska has had 19 seasons in which a quarter- 
back has passed for 1,000 or more yards, beginning 
with Bob Churchich in 1966. As a senior, Churchich 
completed 96 of 174 passes for 1,136 yards and four 
touchdowns. = 

That year he broke his own single-season record, 
established as a sophomore when he passed for 893 

ards, : 


In 1966, Johnny Bordogna held the Cornhuskers’ 
single-game passing record, having thrown for 234 
yards in a 34-27 victory against Iowa State in 1951. 

Brook Berringer’s 1,295 passing yards this season 
rank 14th on Nebraska’s all-time list. Totals do not 
include bowl games. 

1. David Humm LOT 2. senor 2,074 

2. Vince Ferragamo HOS 6S aioe ae 2,071 

3. Jerry Tagge LOY A ireeeren Sen 2,019 

4. Tom Sorley 1978 Se aascte 1,571 

5. David Humm SEA teem ey 1,526 

6, Turner Gill (ERR bse soon 1,516 

7. Keithen McCant AOD limonene viet 1,454 

_ 8. Frank Patrick W967 ina 1449 

9. David Humm 1974532 ee 1,435 

10, Jerry Tagge 1970 Fame ae ce 1,383 

11. Jeff Quinn 1980 SS ae 1,337 

12. Gerry Gdowski TELE so tric 1,326 

13. Jerry Tagge i [res isom tie 1,302 

14. Brook Berringer 1994 ae ats 1,295 

15. Turner Gill Die 7h ae a 1,182 

16. Tommie Frazier (OOS Rt mayan 1,159 

17, Vince Ferragamo TOTO Rie elas . 1,153 

18. Bob Churchich OGGSees serene 1,136 

19. Steve Taylor LOSS aeanaiels 1,067 

Three of these totals ranked in the top 15 national- 
ly: McCant, No. 10, 1991; Patrick, No. 12, 1967; and 


Ferragamo, No. 13, 1976. 

Ferragamo holds the school record for touchdown 
passes in a season with 20 in 1976. Gdowski is No, 2 
with 19 touchdown passes in 1989. 
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Defense Was 
Flavor Of The 
Day, 13-3 


NORMAN, Okla. — How much is enough for the 
Nebraska football team? 

“As long as we play the way we're supposed to play, we 
can get by with a field goal or two and still win,” senior cor- 
nerback Barron Miles said after the Cornhuskers completed 
their second consecutive undefeated and untied regular sea- 
son with a 13-3 victory against Oklahoma. 

Miles referred specifically to Nebraska’s defense, which 
was nearly impenetrable during the Big Eight Conference 
season. 

After a 42-32 victory against Wyoming in their final non- 
conference game, the Cornhuskers allowed more than seven 
points only twice. Kansas managed 17 points, in losing by 
28. And Iowa State scored 12 in being outpointed, 28-12. 

Nebraska’s defense was playing with such confidence 
going into the Oklahoma game, “we figured three points — 
OK, six points — would be enough,” Ed Stewart said. 

Stewart, a senior linebacker and co-captain, was right. The 
Cornhuskers added a touchdown for good measure to win, 
13-3. 

Nebraska's 12th consecutive victory — against an 
Oklahoma team motivated by emotion fol- 
lowing the announcement earlier in the week 
OKLAHOMA that sixth-year head Coach Gary Gibbs was 

resigning and with the largest crowd at home 
REVIEW in more than two years — was a defensive 
blowout, if that is possible. 
“The story of the game was the two 
defenses and our kicking game,” Nebraska’s 
Tom Osborne said. 

In addition to a 46-yard field goal by 
Darin Erstad early in the second quarter and 
a 26- yarder by Tom Sieler midway through 
the third quarter, Nebraska got the better of 
the Sooners in the punting game. Erstad 


averaged 47. 

Erstad punted only once in the second half, however, as 
Nebraska wore down Oklahoma’s defense. 

“I felt the strongest part of Oklahoma’s football team was 
their defense, and that concerned me coming into the game,” 
Osborne said. 

“We were concerned about moving the ball on the ground 
because their tackles are outstanding and their linebackers 
really close on the ball.” 

Osborne’s concern was justified during the first half. The 
Cornhuskers struggled offensively, gaining only 63 yards, 
including 40 rushing and an average of 1.9 yards per play. 

“We know how to play Nebraska,” Gibbs said, explaining 
his team’s defensive success. “We know how to line up 
against them and (how to) attack them.” 

Even so, “a game like this comes down to a few good 


Damon Benning (21) found little running room against 
an Oklahoma defense that limited Nebraska to only 
40 yards rushing in the first half. 


Oklahoma game photos by Harry Lentz, Jr. 
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plays, and Nebraska is the one who 
made those plays,” Gibbs said. 

The Cornhuskers waited until the 
second half to make those plays, 
however. And a key was the passing 
of Brook Berringer, who recovered 
from a sluggish start to finish with 
13-of-23 passing for 166 yards. 

“IT suppose we could have gone 
three yards and a cloud of dust, like 
we did against Kansas State, but we 
tried to pass to open up the run,” 
said Nebraska offensive tackle and 
co-captain Rob Zatechka. 

Despite Berringer’s passing suc- 
cess in the second half, Nebraska 
remained inconsistent running the 
ball. The Cornhuskers picked up the 


With the ground game slowed, 
Brook Berringer (below) went to 


the air and found wingback 
Abdul Muhammad (27). 


pace in the third quarter but fin- 
ished with a season-low 136 rushing 
yards. 

Even though that was less than 
half of their season's average (358.5), 
it was enough to give them the 
NCAA rushing title for the fifth time 
in seven years. They finished at 340 
yards per game. 

No one was more frustrated by 
Oklahoma's defense, and the slip- 
pery footing on the natural-grass 
field, than Nebraska’s Lawrence 


Phillips. 

The sophomore I-back’s string of 
100-yard games ended at 11, as he 
was limited to 50 yards on 21 carries. 
Even so, Phillips finished the regular 
season with 1,722 yards, the second- 
highest single-season total in 
Cornhusker history. 

Heisman Trophy winner Mike 
Rozier rushed for 2,148 yards in 
1983. 

Phillips was philosophical. “It 
was a great streak,” he said. “But it 
had to end some time.” 

Among the few good plays to 
which Gibbs referred were a blocked 
field goal attempt by Miles with 8:58 
remaining in the first half, and a 
pass from Berringer to wingback 
Abdul Muhammad early in the 
fourth quarter. 

Nebraska scored first on Erstad’s 
field goal following a 12-play, 30- 
yard drive that included two third- 
down conversions. 

Oklahoma responded by driving 
to the Cornhuskers 16-yard line, 
where, on fourth-and-10, Scott 
Blanton attempted a 33-yard field 
goal. 

Miles thwarted the attempt, his 
fourth blocked kick of the season 
and the seventh of his career. 

Six and a half minutes later, the 
Sooners scored their only points on a 
25-yard field goal by Blanton. The 
key play was a 25-yard pass from 
quarterback Garrick McGee to split 
end Albert Hall, ona third-and-9. 

Oklahoma was helped by field 
position, beginning the series at the 
Nebraska 39-yard line, following a 
personal foul penalty against the 
Cornhuskers on a punt return. 

The Sooners crossed midfield 
only once in the second half, advanc- 
ing to the Nebraska 41-yard line on 
their first possession. They had a net 
of minus-five yards in the fourth 
quarter. 

Oklahoma never really figured 
out how to block Cornhusker line- 
backers Troy Dumas and Donta 
Jones. Dumas was credited with 11 
tackles, Jones eight. 

Berringer scored the game's only 
touchdown, from a yard out, to cap 
a 10-play, 82-yard drive that includ- 
ed his 44-yard pass completion to 
Muhammad on a third-and-10 at the 
Cornhusker 43. Berringer completed 
the other three passes he threw dur- 
ing the drive, the last to tight end 
Mark Gilman for 11 yards on the 
play before the score. 

Muhammad exploited 
Oklahoma’s man-to-man coverage 
with his speed to get open on the 44- 


yarder. 

Osborne wasn’t surprised by the 
problems posed by Oklahoma. “In 
light of what has gone on here this 
week, I predicted Oklahoma would 
play very well and | don’t believe we 
missed on our prediction,” he said. 

“Oklahoma has some good play- 
ers. They were smoked up with 
emotion. They gave a great effort. 
Gary Gibbs is a good defensive 
coach, and I’m sure he had a lot to 
do with the way their defense 
played. His preparation was out- 
standing.” 

It was the second game in a row 
in which the Cornhuskers played a 
team with a coach who won't return 
next season. As a result, “we knew 
we were in for a fight, just like the 
lowa State game,” Berringer said. 

“We were playing an inspired 
defense, and we had to be patient.” 

Although he discounted it, 
Berringer also played with the pres- 
sure of knowing that Tommie 
Frazier was on the sideline in uni- 
form, ready to play. 

Frazier hadn’t played since the 
Pacific game because of blood-clot 
problems, which have since been 
corrected by surgery and blood-thin- 
ners. He was cleared to play by Dr. 
Deepak Gangahar  on_ the 
Wednesday before the game. 

Osborne didn’t announce that 
Frazier would be included on the 
travel roster until Thursday, the day 
the Cornhuskers left for Oklahoma. 
But Frazier wasn’t needed. 

The official announcement was 
not to come until three days later, 
but Nebraska expected to be 
matched against fourth-ranked 
Miami in the Orange Bowl. 

“1 think everybody on this team 
wants Miami right now,” Zatechka 
said after Orange Bowl officials, 
including president Ed Williamson, 
extended the automatic invitation to 
the Big Eight-champion Corn- 
huskers. “We'd love to get a crack at 
Miami.” 

The trip will be Nebraska's fourth 
in a row. “Now, we get back to the 
Orange Bowl,” said Stewart. “I think 
that’s all we can ask for, is a chance 
to get something we were denied 
last year. It’s a great feeling to get 
another shot at the national title. 

“We still have the burning 
thought of unfinished business from 
last year’s Orange Bowl, and now 
we can turn our attention to that 
game.” 

“We're back to the start of every- 
thing, baby,” Cornhusker outside 
linebacker Dwayne Harris said. 


HUSKER GLASS, INC. 


BUSINESS HOURS 32215. 6th St., Ste. C 


e ad Ye Lincoln, Neb 
M-F 8-5 SAT 9-1 434-5410 


CORNHUSKER > 
INTERNATIONAL inrernanonar 
TRUCKS, INC. 
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DEA: 


TEAM 
Nebraska 
Oklahoma 0 3 O 


First Downs 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 
Rushing Attempts 
Yards Gained Rushing 179 
Yards Lost Rushing 43 
Net yards rushing 136 
Net yards passing 166 
Passes attempted 23 
Passes completed 13 
Had intercepted 1 
Total plays 73 
Total net yards 302 
Avg. gain per play 41 
Fumbles-lost 2-0 
Penalties-yards 4-28 
Punts-yards 5-235 
Avg. per punt 47.0 
Possession time 36:48 
Third Down Efficiency 6-17 


RUSHING 

OKLAHOMA 

Player 
Moore US Slat 
McGee § -20- 4.0 
Allen 9 68 0.9 
Chandler 3 9 3.0 
NEBRASKA 

Player Att. . Avg. 
Phillips 21 2.4 
Berringer 3.2 
Benning 3.3 
Makovicka 3.0 
Childs 2.0 
Muhammad -7.0 
Schlesinger AWS 2337 


PASSING 

OKLAHOMA 
Com J/Att. Int. 
6/17 2 
O/1 0 

NEBRASKA 
ComJ/Att. Int. 
13/23 1 


Player 
McGee 
Brown, T. 


Player 
Berringer 


23 


3.6 
0-0 
5-35 
7-266 
38.0 
23:12 
3-12 


Att. Yds. Avg. Long TD 


0 


SCORE BY QUARTERS 


2 3 


o 3 3 


NEBRASKA 
Tackles 
Player Solo Asst. 
Jones 5 
Peter 3 
Connealy g 
Harris 3 
Wistrom 1 
Dumas 9 
Ellis 3 
0 
2 
1 
1 
0 


Sacks Int. 


Coiman 
Miles 
Moss 
Williams 
Veland 
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OKLAHOMA 
Tackles 
Player Solo Asst. Sacks Int. 
Jones 4 
Peters 
Simpson 
Fogle 


Peters 
DeQuasie 


INDIVIDUAL LEADERS 


7 
5 
5 
Davis 4 
7 
3 


RECEIVING 

OKLAHOMA 
Player No. Yds. Long 
Hall WH Me | 
McDaniel 2 an) 8 
Allen 1 9 g 

NEBRASKA 
Player No. Yds. Long 
Phillips 24 14 
Baul 5 5 
Muhammad 98 44 
Gilman 23 12 
Alford 16 14 


FIELD GOALS 
OKLAHOMA 
Player Att. Comp. 
Blanton 2 1 
NEBRASKA 
Player Att. Comp. 
Erstad 1 1 
Sieler 1 1 


| Berringer 71 279 


| TEAM STATISTICS NU 
| Total Offensive Yards 


1994 SEASON STATS 


(12 hile 


RUSHING. 
ame Ath Yds. 
Phillips 286 1,722 
Schlesinger 63 456 
Childs 62 395 
Benning 67 367 
Makovicka 47 321 


Frazier ee 248 
Schuster 98 
PASSING 
C-A-| Pet. 
94-151-5 .623 1,295 
19-44-2 432 273 
6-12-0 500 81 
RECEIVING 
Name G_ No. Yds, YPC YPG Tds. 
Muhammad 12 23 360 15.7 30.0 
Phillips 12 22 172 7.8 14.3 
Baul 12 17 300 17.7 25.0 
Gilman 12 17 196 11.5 16.3 
Alford 11.014 «(271 19.4 246 
Holbein 12 9 88 98 7.3 
DEFENSE 
Name GUL AL TE 
Stewart 12 41 55 96 
Peter 12:32 39 71 
Dumas 11 38 31 69 
Moss 12 41 25 66 
Ellis 12 24 34 58 
Jones 1223 29 52 
Colman 217 34 “61 
Harris 1215 28 43 
Connealy 1113 29 42 
Miles 12 24 16 40 
Williams 1131 7 38 
Stokes 1212 24 36 
Wistrom 1214 22 36 
Veland 1213 13 26 
Tomich 12 12 11 23 
Terwilliger 12 8 11 19 
Brown 11 8 10 +18 
Dennis 12 9 7 16 


oomoonuanst = 


Name G 
Berringer 12 
Frazier a 

Turman W 


ee 
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0.5 
5 
2 
5 
6.5 
0 
0 
0 
4 


5 
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0 
1 
2 
0 
0 
Oo 


5,734 3,106 | 
4,080 951 
1,654 2,155 
3rd 4th TOT 
103 101435 
43 43 145 


1994 NEBRASKA | 
FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 
Record — 12-0 
vs. W, Virginia 
-@ Texas Tech 
UCLA 
Pacific 
Wyoming 
Oklahoma St. 
@ Kansas St. 
@ Missouri 
Colorado 
Kansas 
@ lowa St. 
~@ Oklahoma 
ys. Miami 


Net Rushing Yards 
Passing Yards 
Scoring ist 2nd 


Aug. 28 
Sept. 8 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Noy. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 25 
Jan. 1 


W, 31-0 
W, 42-16 
W, 49-21 
W, 70-21 
W, 42-32 
W, 32:3 

W, 17-6 

W, 42-7 

W, 24:7 

W, 45-17 
W, 28-12 
W, 13:3 

7 p.m. (CST) 
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eading into the month of 
Hecate things are going 

just about as well as they can 
for the Nebraska football team. 
Ranked No. 1 in the country, with 
another Big Eight championship to 
their credit, the Huskers head to the 
Orange Bowl knowing that a victory 
over Miami would give them Tom 
Osborne’s first national champi- 
onship. 

That success, coupled with the 
near-national championship of a 
year ago and tripled with the great 
tradition Nebraska offers, has 
sparked the Huskers to tremendous 
success early in the recruiting 
process, 

At press time, the Huskers have 
more verbal commitments than any 
other program in the country. 
Remarkably, nine athletes said ‘yes’ 
to the Huskers before they were 


As one of the top five high school running backs in prep 
the country, Ahman Green of Omaha could be 


brought in for official visits. That's 
the best example of recruiting power 
in America. 

Kris Brown (5-11, 175, 4.8) of 
Southlake (Carroll), Tex., was the 
first to commit to the Cornhuskers. 
Brown was recruited for his place- 
kicking abilities, but he also is an 
excellent quarterback. If the 
Cornhuskers ever have another sea- 
son like the current one, where they 
are looking for quarterbacks from 
anywhere on the roster, Brown 
would be available. 

“I know | am being recruited pri- 
marily as a placekicker,” Brown said. 
“However, I consider myself an ath- 
lete and have had a great career as a 
quarterback at Carroll. I will do 
whatever Nebraska wants me to do, 
and I will be ready for anything.” 

With Darin Erstad’s baseball draft 
status a real possibility after next 
season, the 
Huskers also 
received a verbal 
commitment from 
punter Andy 
Bilanzizh (6-3, 
210, 4.9) of Salt 
Lake City, Utah. 
Bilanzizh has car- 
ried a hefty 44- 
yard average 
through three prep 
seasons. 

Two prep sprint- 
ers have said they 
want to play in the 
secondary for the 
Huskers, and both 
will travel a long 
way to do so. 
Carnell Matthews 
(5-11, 180, 4.4) of 
St. Charles, Mo., 
and Chris Rainey 
(6-0, 170, 4.4) of 
Minneapolis 
(North), Minn., 
both have incredi- 
ble speed, with 
Matthews working 
at corner on the 
level and 
Rainey at safety. 


striking this pose in the future as a Husker I-back. Defensive tackle 
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Commitment to Excellence 


Nebraska is enjoying great early recruiting success with nine 
verbal commitments from outstanding prospects 


By JAMES HALE 


i) yy : 
After age in September, 
linebacker Chad Kelsay went on 
to enjoy a monster senior year. 


prospect Marcus Johnson (6-6, 260, 
4.9) of Vista, Calif., is the third 
national recruit to say he will play 
for Nebraska before even taking a 
visit. 

In-state, the Huskers have 
received verbals from three offensive 
linemen to help replenish the heavy 
numbers to be lost from graduation. 
Adam Julch (6-5, 300, 5.1) of Omaha 
(Burke) was the first commitment. 

“T just didn’t see any reason why I 
shouldn’t go ahead and commit,” 
Julch said. “I knew that’s where I 
wanted to play; it’s close to home, 
Nebraska has the best program and 
their tradition in the offensive line is 
something I have always wanted to 
be a part of.” 

Lonnie Fulton (6-5, 250, 4.9) of 
Grand Island also is set to play for 
the Huskers, as is Brandon Drum (6- 
5, 250, 5.1) of Columbus (Scotus). 

“T would have taken my visits 
and gone to places like Texas A&M, 
Kansas State and Wyoming, but 
when | sat down with my parents 
and really thought it out, I knew that 
no matter where | visited I was 
going to go to Nebraska,” Drum 
said. “I just love the tradition that 
Nebraska has and the stability of 
their coaching staff and in their 
offensive line. You can count on 


Top defensive line prospect 
Reggie McGrew pays a visit to 
Nebraska in January. 


working with the same coaches 
throughout your playing career, and 
that was important to me.” 

Drum just set a career record for 
blocking at Scotus, grading out at 
1.84 on a very difficult 3.0 blocking 
scale. Former Cornhusker Pat 
Englebert still holds the single sea- 
son and single game records at the 
school. 

On defense, outside linebacker 
Chad Kelsay (6-5, 220, 4.6) of 
Auburn said he was Husker-bound 
way back in September. 

“T grew up watching Nebraska on 
television, and it had always been a 
dream of mine to play for them,” 
Kelsay said. “I think their defensive 
style really fits my talents as well. | 
like to put pressure on the quarter- 
back and the backfield in general, 
and their defense is designed to do 
just that.” 

Kelsay had a banner senior sea- 
son with 103 tackles, four sacks, 
three fumble recoveries, three inter- 
ceptions (one returned for a touch- 
down), one blocked punt and 931 
yards rushing with 11 scores on 
offense. 

The two in-state jewels that have 
not commited are top 100 national 
recruits: running back Ahman 
Green (6-0, 205, 4.36) of Omaha 
(Central) and lineman Tim Ridder 
(6-8, 285, 5.2) of Omaha (Creighton 
Prep). 

Green, considered a top five run- 
ning back nationally, put together 
another banner season with 1,591 

yards rushing and 14 touchdowns, 
av eraging 176. 8 yards per game. 
Green has already visited Arizona 
and went to Notre Dame along with 
Ridder for their big banquet week- 


CASS OF CHAMPIONS: 


As the recruiting season heats up, outstanding high school athletes 
begin to narrow their list of potential schools to a select few. 
These are some of the highly rated talents that have expressed 
an interest in making Lincoln their home for the next several years. 


QuarrerBacks 
1) Kevin Williams 
2) LaJune Burks 
3) Quincy Woods 


Ronninc Backs 
1) Ahman Green 
2) Benny Butler 
3) Dexter Ford 


Wie Recetvers 
1) Daylon McCutcheon 
2) Ryan Roques 
3) Darrell Dent 


Ticur Enps 
1) T. J. DeBates 
2) Martin Simmons 
3) Shea Holder 


Or FENSIVE Linemen 
1) Adam Julch 6-5 
2) Lonnie Fulton 6-5 
3) Brandon Drum 6-5 
A) Tim Ridder 6-8 
5) Tim Mittlestadt 6-6 


Derensiv tD) Linemen 
1) Marcus Johnson 
2) Clarence Martin 
3) Clyde Sanders 
4) Chris Reed 
5) Kelvin Garmon 


Linesackers 
1) Chad Kelsay 
2) Kareem Sears 
3) Marcus Jefferson 
4) Kory Minor 


Devrenstve Bacxs 
1) Carnell Matthews 
2) Chris Rainey 
3) Reggie Davis 
4) Ce See Scott 


182 
190 
185 


205 
192 
195 


175 
160 
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end. 

“| have liked both my visits thus 
far,” Green said. “Arizona is a pro- 
gram on the rise that needs a game- 
breaking running back, and watch- 
ing all the tradition at Notre Dame 
during their banquet was really 
something special. I am looking for- 
ward to my visit to Michigan in 
December, and I then will visit 
Nebraska in early January. I am try- 
ing to keep an open mind right now, 
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Commited to Nebraska 
Commited to Nebraska 

5 FL, NEB, ND, FSU 
4.5.....NEB, BAY, TX A&M, OU 


but I may be leaning on staying close 
to home.” 

Green canceled a visit to Penn 
State and will just visit the four 
schools. 

Ridder was impressed with the 
visit to Notre Dame as well. In fact, 
the Fighting Irish may be leading at 
the moment thanks to that banquet 
visit. Notre Dame is the only school 
that he has visited, and that always 
has an early effect. With 76 tackles, 
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six fumble recoveries and six pres- 
sures, Ridder is being recruited more 
for his offensive ability. 

Wisconsin gets his next visit on 
Dec. 9, and the Huskers get the final 
visit on Jan. 13. Ridder is a big fan of 
Nebraska Head Coach Tom Osborne 
and has an established bloodline at 
Nebraska with uncles Tom playing 
in 1978 and Dave in 1983. 

Nationally, the Huskers appear to 
be taking advantage of the unsettled 
coaching situation in Oklahoma. 
With no coach at either OU or 
Oklahoma State at press time, the 
Huskers are hitting prep All- 
America outside linebacker Kareem 
Sears (6-3, 230, 4.5) of Enid, Okla., 
very hard. 

“I have always been a closet fan 
of Nebraska, anyway,” Sears said. “I 
just like the way they play football. I 
am waiting to see who OU hires as 
their head coach, hear what he has to 
say and then make my decision.” 

Prep All-America running back 
Benny Butler (6-0, 198, 4.5) of Del 
City, Okla., says he also will pay a 
visit to Nebraska, Notre Dame, 
Miami, UCLA, OU and Oklahoma 
State. 

Running back/defensive back 
Daylon McCutcheon (5-10, 175, 4.4) 


of Lapuente (Bishop Amat), Calif., 
and linebacker Kory Minor (6-2, 245, 
4.64) of the same school both are 
indicating they still have a great 
interest in Nebraska. McCutcheon 
has arranged visits to Michigan in 
December, followed in January by, 
in order, Washington, Southern 
California, Colorado and Nebraska. 
Minor plans to visit Nebraska the 
same time McCutcheon does. 

The Huskers are also very much 
in the hunt for James Sherman (6-4, 
285, 5.0) of Whittier, Calif., who likes 
Notre Dame, Michigan, Nebraska, 
Colorado and Washington. Sherman 
is regarded as one of the top defen- 


sive line prospects on the West 
Coast. All-America center/defensive 
tackle Matt Baldwin (6-3, 263, 4.7) of 
Lakewood (Bear Creek), Colo., is 
leaning toward Nebraska, with a 
Dec. 17 visit set to Lincoln. Baldwin 
likes Nebraska over Syracuse, 
Southern California and Arizona. 
Reggie McGrew (6-3, 265, 4.8) of 
Mayo (Lafayette), Fla., considered 
the top defensive end prospect in the 
country, has also set a visit to 
Lincoln for the 17th. 

All in all, the Huskers have gotten 
off to a great start in what is already 
shaping up as a Top 10 recruiting 
year. il 


A HUSKER TRADITION FOR 36 YEARS! 


BAR & GRILL 
9th & Q, Lincoln, Neb. 


J 


J 


Open 11 a.m. to 1 a.m. 

Lunch specials 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Grill open 11 a.m.-10 p.m. 
Happy hours 4:30-6:30 p.m. M-F 
Big party? Call us! 

476-6511, or stop by 9th and Q 


The closest food & fun to the stadium. 
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As the clock 
continues to tick 
for Jaron Boone, 

a new attitude 
has the junior 
making strides to 
change his game 


he change in Jaron Boone’s 

attitude was apparent by his 

commitment in the weight 
room during the off-season. 
Teammate Melvin Brooks was large- 
ly responsible for that. 

“Melvin did a lot for me,” Boone 
said recently. The two were workout 
partners, what Boone called “a per- 
fect match.” 

Boone’s dedication to such mun- 
dane, but important, activities had 
been questionable in the past. He 
had established a reputation for not 
taking workouts seriously, according 
to Paul Koch, who is responsible for 
seeing that the Cornhuskers do so. 

Boone’s apparent disinterest in 
matters of strength and conditioning 
was understandable, Koch said. 

“Sometimes, if you're not success- 
ful at something, you find other 
ways to express yourself,” Koch 
said. “Jaron always felt weak, | 
think. So he had to be the joker in 
the weight room. He'd goof around, 
and everybody would think he was 
funny.” 

Boone didn’t lose his ability to 


34 JANUARY 1995 


make teammates laugh. His wry 
sense of humor is still apparent in 
the way he carries himself on the 
court. 

He simply decided that the 
weight room was no place for non- 
sense, with an occasional assist from 
Brooks, of course. If he were inclined 
to do less than the day’s workout 
assignment required, “I tried to push 
him,” Brooks said. And before long, 
Boone was pushing back. “We 
pushed each other until we couldn't 
do any more.” 

The results were dramatic, Koch 
believes. Boone increased his bench 
press from 300 to 335 pounds, 140 
pounds more than his own weight. 
And he increased his vertical jump 
from 27 to 28 inches, He improved in 
every physical category, in fact. 

Plus, he gained 10 pounds, at 
least nine of which were muscle. 

“Jaron impressed me more than 
anybody,” Koch said. 

Huskers Coach Danny Nee was 
similarly impressed. “Jaron’s not a 
physical player,” Nee said. “But he’s 
extremely strong. I think it’s really 
going to help him. His shirts ... he 
looks like a different person.” 

Boone is a rare basketball talent. 
That was evident from the day he 
signed a letter of intent to become 
part of the most-publicized recruit- 
ing class in Cornhusker history. 

He joined Erick Strickland and 
Andre Woolridge as freshmen in 
what was expected to become 
Nebraska’s terrific trio of guards for 
the next four seasons. Strickland and 


Woolridge were from the Omaha 
area, and Boone had lived there until 
his family moved to Salt Lake City at 
the start of his freshman year in high 
school. 

Woolridge and Boone had been 
teammates in an Omaha youth 
league, and they had made their 
recruiting visits to Nebraska on the 
same weekend. 

Woolridge, however, broke up 
the trio — which had become a quar- 
tet with redshirted freshman and 
Omaha South High product 
Terrance Badgett — when he trans- 
ferred to lowa following his fresh- 
man season at Nebraska. 

Woolridge seemed to lack the 
patience of Boone and Strickland 
and became discouraged over the 
amount of playing time he was 
given. 


Boone, along with Strickland and 
Badgett, was named to the Big Eight 
all-freshman team after starting 
eight of the 31 games in which he 
played. 

He started all but two games last 
season. His playing time increased 
significantly, and his scoring average 
nearly doubled. He finished as the 
second-leading scorer in conference 
play, behind Eric Piatkowski, aver- 
aging 14.2 points per game. That 
ranked him 13th in the Big Eight. 

Boone was Utah’s “Mr. 
Basketball” as a senior at Salt Lake 
City’s Skyline High, averaging 22 
points, eight rebounds and six 
assists per game. North Carolina 
was among the schools that recruit- 
ed him. 

Boone had the basketball sense 
that comes from a father who played 


13 professional seasons, in the ABA 
and NBA. Ron Boone was a four- 
time all-star in the ABA, averaging 
18.4 points per game over eight sea- 
sons. He finished his playing career 
in the NBA, where he averaged 13.9 
points per game. 

Ron Boone, a graduate of Omaha 
Technical High, played collegiately 
at Idaho State, during the time that 
Bill Byrne, Nebraska’s athletic direc- 
tor, was student body president. 

His dad hasn’t driven him to 
achieve basketball success, Jaron 
said. “He'll give me pointers but he’s 
never been the type of dad to criti- 
cize. He always sees the positive 
side. He doesn’t nag. That’s helped 
me.” 

Boone’s easy manner and the 
grace with which he plays the game 
can be mistaken for nonchalance. 


Beneath that smooth surface, howev- 
er, “he’s a competitor,” Nee said. 
“Great players do things with an 
ease about them.” 

Because Brooks is Nebraska's 
only senior this season, Boone and 
the other junior veterans will have 
leadership responsibility. 

He’s comfortable with that, in 
part because of his experience play- 
ing point guard last season. 

“That really helped me,” said 
Boone, who moved from shooting 
guard after Jamar Johnson was 
injured. 

“IT wanted to do it,” Boone said. 
“We (Boone and Nee) sat down and 
talked about it. | thought it would 
happen in the long run, anyway. It 
was a challenge to me, to know that I 


See BOONE page 44 
HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 35 


Plashoae. 


Could it be that 
Erick Strickland and 
the 1994 Huskers 
have the same 
magic that propelled 
Beau Reid and the 
1991 team to one of 
the school’s most 
successful years? 


f you believe in signs, you could 

regard Nebraska’s performance 

in the season-opening San Juan 
Shootout as a precursor to success. 

The Cornhuskers first played in 
the eight-team tournament in 
Bayamon, Puerto Rico, at the begin- 
ning of the 1990-91 season. They 
won two of three games, to finish 
second. 

Nebraska also won two of three 
this time, though the loss came in 
the second game, which 
meant a third-place finish 
instead of second. 

If the Cornhuskers can con- 
tinue to approximate what 
they did four years ago with }} 
the Shootout as a base, how- 
ever, Coach Danny Nee won't 
be complaining. Not only was 
the 1990-91 team his best, it 
arguably was the best in 
Nebraska history, posting a 
26-8 record and qualifying for the 
first of four consecutive NCAA 
Tournaments. 

But for a poor second half against 
Virginia Tech, the Cornhuskers 
would have been matched in the 
finals against Illinois, the tourna- 
ment champ. Nebraska led Virginia 
Tech, 47-36, at halftime but squan- 
dered the 11-point advantage and 
lost, 87-81. 
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The Hokies out-rebound- 
ed Nebraska, 34-29, and 
attempted 18 more free 
throws, hitting 26 of 32. Erick 
Strickland led the 
Cornhuskers with 19 points, 
and Jaron Boone scored 17 
points and pulled down 
seven rebounds. 

Nebraska opened with a 
99-77 victory against 
Northeast Louisiana, though 
Nee wasn’t on the 
bench for the final 
34 minutes of the 
game. He was 
charged with two 
technical fouls, following a 
physical foul against the 
Cornhuskers’ Tom Wald, 
and left with 14:06 remain- 
ing in the first half. 

Boone led six Nebraska 
scorers in double figures, 
with 19 points. Junior college trans- 
fer Chris Sallee scored 16 points and 
grabbed 11 rebounds, as the 
Cornhuskers held a commanding, 
59-33 advantage. 

Wald’s steal of an in-bounds pass 
in the closing seconds preserved 
Nebraska’s 74-72 victory against an 
athletic College of Charleston team 
in the third-place game. Melvin 
Brooks, the Cornhuskers’ only 


senior, had 19 points and seven 
rebounds. 

Nee is a believer in the value of 
such early-season tournaments. The 
Cornhuskers are scheduled to play 
in a tournament in Hilo, Hawaii, at 
the beginning of next season. 

The travel as well as “the 
being together,’ 
Nee. “It’s nice.” 

As a result, he also has scheduled 
trips to the Maui tournament in 
Hawaii, another overseas trip either 
to Spain or Australia, and a return 
visit to San Juan. 

Puerto Rico and Hawaii trips are, 
predictably, attractive to Nee. “I like 
the warm weather,” he said. 


guys 


‘are plusses, said 


Nebraska added two recruits dur- 
ing the NCAA's early-signing period 
in November: 6-7, 220-pound 
Bernard Garner, a sophomore for- 
ward at Western Nebraska 
Community College in Scottsbluff, 
Neb., and 6-1 Alvin Mitchell, a 
senior point guard at Omaha Burke 
High School. 

Garner, who is from Many, La., 
averaged 15.2 points and 7.3 
rebounds last season. His decision to 
accept a scholarship came as a pleas- 
ant surprise to the Cornhuskers, 
who had expected that he would 
wait until spring to make his deci- 
sion on a four-year school. 

“Bernard Garner is one of the 
finest junior college players in the 
country,” Nee said. “We were very 
surprised. We were told in the fall he 
would sign in the spring. There 
would have been a lot of (recruiting) 
traffic (around Garner) in the 
spring.” 

Garner is believed to be the 
Huskers’ first recruit from Nebraska 
Western. He is the first Cornhusker 
recruit from any in-state junior col- 
lege in a long time, for that matter. 

Even though there are only a 
handful of junior colleges with bas- 


ketball teams in Nebraska, “we're 
always looking,” Nee said. “If we 
can find a player, we'll take him. 
We're prejudiced (toward in-state 
players).” 

Mitchell has been rated among 
the top high school point guards in 
the Midwest. He played in only 11 
games as _ a junior, after being sus- 
pended for an off-court incident. 
Even so, he was a second-team 
Super-Stater, averaging 22.1 points 
and 3.7 rebounds. 

“We've felt for two years that 
Alvin Mitchell was one of the finest 
guards in the country, a very good 
basketball player,” said Nee. 

“Because of his academic record, 
a lot of people just backed off of him. 
But we think he’s going to put it 
together and make it.” 

Nebraska has one scholarship still 
open for next season, Nee said. 


Around the horn... 

Former Cornhusker _ Eric 
Piatkowski, the 15th player chosen 
in the 1994 NBA draft, is earning 
respect as a Los Angeles Clippers 
rookie. 

Piatkowski’s coach, Bill Fitch, has 
compared him to Boston Celtics 


great Larry Bird. “I didn’t mean to 
put a label on him that way,” Fitch 
said. “But he’s got a lot of Bird's 
qualities, to practice and work 
hard.” 

Unfortunately, the young 
Clippers haven’t displayed enough 
of those qualities this season, open- 
ing with a double-digit losing streak. 

Piatkowski was among six former 
Nebraska players who began the 
season with professional teams. Rich 
King was with the Seattle 
SuperSonics, though he was side- 
lined by a knee injury. Tony Farmer 
was playing in the CBA. Bruce 
Chubick was in Israel. Derrick 
Chandler was in Belgium. And Eric 
Johnson was playing for a team in 
Spain. 

Nee paid guard Tom Wald, the 
transfer from Mankato (Minn.) State 
the highest compliment, recently, 
comparing him to former 
Cornhuskers Jack Moore and Brian 
Carr. Nee knew the late Moore and 
coached Carr at Nebraska. 

“Tom Wald has the best charac- 
teristics of both of them,” Nee said. 
“He knows what he wants and is not 
afraid to work for it. He fits in just 
perfectly to what we want.” 
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hee 


_ Allison Weston turned 

_ heads nationally as the 

Huskers’ MVP helped: 
Mooi finish the 


It was vintage Allison Weston. 
She took quick sets from Christy 
Johnson and slammed down kills 
from the middle of the net. She pun- 
ished Colorado’s often-defenseless 
defenders from the right side, from 
the left side and from the back row. 

The scene was the finals of the 
Nov. 25-26 Big Eight Tournament in 
Omaha and 5,036 spectators 
watched as Weston, a 6-foot junior 
middle blocker, recorded 37 kills, a 
Nebraska four-game record and just 
one away from the overall Big Eight 
record. 

Weston had 17 of those kills in the 
key third game of Nebraska's 15-6, 
13-15, 15-6, 15-8 victory over 
Colorado. 

"She was a_ force,” 
Colorado Coach Brad Saindon 
said afterward. 

Weston was a_ force 
throughout the season — the 
most athletic, powerful and 
valuable player on a team that 
finished the regular season 27- 
0. 

Her steady production 
makes Weston a leading can- 
didate for national Player of 
the Year honors. 

“| think she’s a candidate 
because she allows the team to 
play at (a high) level,” 
Nebraska Coach Terry Pettit 
said. “She does so many 
things: she blocks well, she 
serves tough, she plays good 
defense, transitions, averages 
over four kills per game. : 

“In tough matches, some- » 
times she'll go up to six or §% 
seven kills per game. She’s 
certainly played stronger than 
anybody we've played 
against.” 

Weston was named the 


1994 Big Eight Player of the Year 


after leading the Cornhuskers to a 
12-0 record. She earned her second 
consecutive first-team Academic All- 
Big Eight Award. She was named 
the American Volleyball Coaches 
Association player of the week Oct. 
31 after recording more than 20 kills 
in each of Nebraska's wins over 
Illinois and Colorado. She ranked 
among the top 10 in the Big Eight in 
hitting percentage, kills, service aces 
and blocks. The list of accolades goes 
on and on. 

She basically does it all for a team 
that can do it all. 

Her most noticeable attribute is 
her ability to “terminate” — or slam 
down kills. The Huskers go to her 
when they need a point, and at 


times, she has been unstoppable. 

“If Weston hits .350, it’s a hard 
.350,” Pettit said. “She’s getting 
those kills at times you need them. 
It’s not just fluff.” 

“You have to be big and athletic 
to stop her,” Colorado’s Saindon 
said. “She hits the ball from way up 
in the air, and she gets in the air 
fast.” 

Duke Coach Jon Wilson watched 
Weston hammer 13 and 19 kills on 
back-to-back nights against his team. 

“It’s like John McKay’s theory at 
USC with the power-I: If you have a 
big horse, ride it. She did everything 
she had to do to keep us from win- 
ning.” 

Weston smiles through her braces 


when she hears all the praise and the 
talk of her being a leading candidate 
for national honors. But she says her 
thoughts mostly center on team 
goals. She says she not only wants to 
play well physically, but she also 
wants to help her team emotionally. 
She wants to keep her teammates 
fired up and focused in every match, 
whether they’re playing a less-tal- 
ented team from the conference or 
one of the nation’s powerhouses. 

More than anything, she wants a 
national title. 

“1 don’t think about stats too 
much,” Weston said. “I think about 
attitudes in the game — showing 
emotion and leadership and getting 
the win — instead of thinking about 
racking up kills, blocks and aces.” 


Weston tends to be her own worst 
critic. On the court, you will occa- 
sionally see her slam a ball in disgust 
or berate herself for making an error. 

“I’m happy with how I’ve played, 
but there are always little things to 
improve,” she says. “It’s hard 
because | tend to be a perfectionist 
— we're trying to work on that.” 

Her teammates admire Weston. 

“I love playing off her intensity,” 
said Johnson, Nebraska’s setter, who 
also has been mentioned as a player 
of the year candidate. “I love the 
way Ally gets everyone else to play 
harder. She plays so hard and 
intense, she can’t help but bring 
everyone with her. It’s fun. I love it.” 

It is not as if Weston emerged 
from nowhere. In 1993, she 
played in every game of 
every match while establish- 
ing a Nebraska season record 
with a 4.59 kill-per-game 
average. Her 500 kills rank 
second on the school’s all- 
time chart for a single season. 
She was the team’s kill leader 
in 27 matches and was 
named first-team All- 
American by the AVCA. 

During the summer follow- 
ing the 1993 season, Weston 
toured China and Japan with 
the U.S. Extended A team, a 
squad that also featured for- 
mer Husker All-American 
Stephanie Thater, who now is 
playing professional volley- 
ball for a team in San Jose, 
Calif. 

International play humbled 
Weston. 

“| was playing against 
China and hitting the ball as 
hard as | could, and they kept 
digging it like it was noth- 
ing,” Weston said. “But I 
loved it. I was having a great time.” 

Her attacks are not dug nearly as 
often at the collegiate level. 

She has produced mightily with 
her right arm ever since she arrived 
on Nebraska’s campus pedaling 
around on a 10-speed bicycle that 
was probably better-suited for a high 
school freshman. As a freshman at 
Nebraska, she averaged 2.95 kills per 
game and posted a .293 hitting per- 
centage, which was second best on 
the team. She made Volleyball 
Monthly magazine’s all-freshman 
squad. 

In junior high, Weston didn’t 
dream of becoming a collegiate All- 
American in volleyball. She didn’t 
start playing volleyball until eighth 
grade. 
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And it wasn’t love at first spike. 

“1 didn’t really want to do it, and 
I really didn’t like it at first,” Weston 
said of volleyball. “My seventh- 
grade basketball coach thought it 
would be a good idea for me to play 
volleyball to help me get stronger 
and help my jumping ability.” 

In high school, Weston was all- 
state in soccer, volleyball and basket- 
ball. In fact, she was named the 1992 
Gatorade Circle of Champions 
female basketball player of the year 
for the state of Nebraska. 

This season, the state of Husker 
volleyball may have been at an all- 
time high, with much of the thanks 
going to Weston. 

On Oct. 25, Nebraska's other 
standout middle blocker, Jen 
McFadden, was lost for the season 
after tearing the anterior cruciate lig- 
ament in her right knee. The 
Huskers beat Illinois that night to 
improve to 20-0, but many felt 
McFadden’s loss would make it dif- 
ficult for Nebraska to have a truly 
exceptional season. 

That the Huskers were able to 
eventually achieve the No. 1 ranking 
and stay unbeaten entering the post- 
season can be traced to several fac- 
tors, but Weston’s play might top 
the list. 

How valuable is Weston? Take 
her off the team and Nebraska goes 
from great to good as fast as 
Weston’s attacks find openings on 
the court. 

Weston (18) killed Colorado in 
the Big Eight Title game, racking 
up 17 kills in a key third game. 
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PASSING 


From page 23 


of five in which Berringer threw 
more in the second half than he did 
in the first. 

He was 3-of-5 after the intermis- 
sion against Colorado, one for a 
touchdown. He threw his last pass 
against Kansas on the first play of 
the fourth quarter, and he didn’t 
throw any passes in the fourth quar- 
ter of the 28-12 victory against ISU. 

Probably the first indication of 
how devastating Berringer’s passing 
could be came at the end of the first 
half of Nebraska’s final non-confer- 
ence game against Wyoming. With 
2:05 remaining, the Cornhuskers 
began a series at their 36-yard line. 
Berringer completed seven consecu- 
tive passes to move Nebraska to the 
Cowboys 5, before running the ball 
into the end zone for the score. 

Earlier this season, Osborne said 
Berringer had the potential to be as 
good of a pure passer as Nebraska 
has had during his coaching tenure. 

Berringer, 6-4 and 210 pounds, 
certainly looks more like a passer 
than Frazier. 

However, “Brook is enough of an 
option threat,” said Osborne. “He 
has enough option ability.” 

The ability to run the option is an 
essential quality for the quarterbacks 
Nebraska recruits. The ability to 
throw is a bonus. 

Just as Berringer is more of a run- 
ning threat than some might think, 
Frazier represents enough of a pass- 
ing threat to keep defenses on their 
toes. Frazier passed efficiently last 
season before suffering a shoulder 
injury in the Colorado game. In the 
18-16 Orange Bowl game loss 
against Florida State, he completed 
13 of 24 passes for 206 yards and one 
touchdown. 

Frazier was on pace to complete 
50 percent or better of his passes 
before the Colorado game. He fin- 
ished with a 47.5 percent completion 
rate, good for 1,159 yards and 12 
touchdowns. 

Only three other Nebraska quar- 
terbacks have thrown for 1,000 or 
more yards in the last 10 seasons: 
Keithen McCant, 1,454 in 1991; 
Gerry Gdowski, 1,326 in 1989; and 
Steve Taylor, 1,067 in 1988. 

Nebraska has moved toward 
complementing its perennially profi- 
cient running attack with more effi- 
cient passing. And this season, in 
part out of necessity, the 
Cornhuskers have achieved such 
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balance. 

Miami's defense will be faced 
with that reality as it prepares for 
this year’s Orange Bowl game. 

The basis of Nebraska’s offense 
remains the run. Not only did the 
Cornhuskers lead the nation in rush- 
ing this season, sophomore I-back 
Lawrence Phillips gained 1,702 
yards, the best total by a sophomore 
in Big Eight history and the second- 
best single-season total in Nebraska 
history. 

The Cornhusker running game is 
extremely intricate, though the casu- 
al observer might not think so. 

“To defensive coaches preparing 
for Nebraska, Tom (Osborne) is 
very imaginative,” Cornhuskers 
receivers coach Ron Brown said. 

“All the bases are covered. We try 
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to get all 11 defenders knocked 
down. For some teams, if they can’ 
get the front five going the other 
way, that’s OK. But we’re thinking. 
touchdown on every play,” said 
Brown. 

Fullback Cory Schlesinger’s 40- 
yard touchdown run against Kansas 
was a good illustration of that prin- 
ciple. With the help of some down- 
field blocks by Nebraska’s wide. 
receivers, he turned a short-gain: 
play into six points. 

Nebraska remains the “best big- 
play running team in the country,” 
according to Brown. “We're becom- 
ing a big-play passing team.” 

Those who watched Berringer’ s 
passing in the last five games of the 
regular season might tell you the 
Cornhuskers are already there. Mi 
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BOONE 


From page 35 


was running the team and (to know) 
how to discipline myself.” 

Some people look to avoid such 
pressure. Boone thrived on it. His 
improvement and increased confi- 
dence were apparent in his statistics. 
He scored in double figures 21 times 
last season, including 12 consecutive 
games from early February through 
the Big Eight tournament champi- 
onship. 

He averaged 15.7 points and 4.3 
rebounds in the three memorable 
games at Kemper Arena in Kansas 
City, and earned a place on the all- 
tournament team. 

With Piatkowski — the No. 15 


pick in the NBA draft gone to the 
pro’s — Boone will be expected to 
pick up some of the scoring slack. 

“This is a backcourt, guard-ori- 
ented team,” Nee said. 

And that orientation begins with 
Boone and Strickland, as talented a 
tandem as there is in the Big Eight, if 
not the country. 

Both have improved — though 
much of the improvement is subtle 
— in areas such as maturity and 
work ethic, “how to handle good 
times and bad times,” Nee said. 
“Jaron knows basketball, but think- 
ing you know it and doing it every 
night, there’s a big difference.” 

Boone is playing as if he under- 
stands that difference. 

“When players of Jaron Boone's 
and Erick Strickland’s ability come 
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in, they improve maybe 20 to 25 per- 
cent of their physical skills,” said 
Nee. 

That percentage is relatively 
insignificant compared to the mental 
improvement required to elevate 
their play. “Pat Riley didn’t teach 
Patrick Ewing how to rebound,” Nee 
said. “It’s a player’s game.” 

A coach's job is to bring out what 
already is there. 

With continued commitment and 
determination, Boone and Strickland 
both will play at the next level, the 
NBA, according to Nee. That’s 
Boone's goal, certainly, but “I can’t 
just come in and say I want to go on 
to the NBA,” Boone said. As a result, 
he says, “I don’t discuss it a lot. 
Right now, | want to play out my 
college career.” 

With those short- and long-term 
goals in mind, Boone got serious 
about his off-season workouts. Each 
day after work, he and Brooks spent 
the better part of an hour in the 
weight room. 

“T think Jaron saw the difference 
it made in his game,” said Brooks, 
whose own physical development 
was even more dramatic. 

“Jaron has all the tools to be one 
of the greatest guards to come out of 
the University of Nebraska.” 

But Boone hasn’t lost the youthful 
exuberance that makes college ath- 
letics so special. He has a tattoo on 
his shoulder to prove it. 

The tattoo, a pair of dice and the 
Roman numeral ‘IV,’ represents his 
jersey number, which, not surpris- 
ingly, also was his father’s jersey 
number. In August, he and Brooks 
went to a tattoo parlor together. 
Brooks’ tattoo is of a basketball and 
his No. 34. 

By the annual picture-taking 
media day at the Devaney Sports 
Center, several Cornhuskers had tat- 
toos, including the outline of the 
head of a snarling bulldog, with a 
spiked collar above a “21,” on 
Strickland’s left shoulder. Strickland, 
a tenacious defender, is sometimes 
referred to by teammates as “The 
Bulldog.” 

Nee shakes his head at the men- 
tion of the tattoos, which are gaining 
popularity, perhaps, because of 
Arizona All-American Damon 
Stoudamire. “He’s started a trend,” 
Nee said. 

Commitment in the weight room 
has been another trend among the 
Cornhuskers. Even with Boone. 

“Jaron understands the clock is 
ticking, that time is running out,” 
Nee said. “He has two seasons.” 


